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Abstract

Background and Aim: The ability of hospitals to deliver healthcare services during critical situations is vital. Therefore,
assessing hospital safety levels during emergencies is necessary to ensure acceptable performance. This study aimed to evaluate
the readiness of educational hospitals in a district of Tehran in 2022.

Methods: This descriptive cross-sectional study was conducted in 2022 to assess the disaster safety status of four educational
hospitals in one district of Tehran. Data were collected through observations, interviews, and the WHO Hospital Safety Index
questionnaire, which examines 151 indicators across functional, structural, and non-structural domains. Hospitals were
classified into levels A, B, or C based on their scores. Data analysis was performed using EXCEL 2010 and SPSS software.

Results: In the functional domain, hospital (a) achieved the highest score (19.25), while hospital (b) had the lowest (9). For
the structural domain, hospital (d) scored the highest (40.13), while hospitals (b) and (a) had lower scores (24.84 and 24.87,
respectively). In the non-structural domain, hospital (c) had the lowest score (12.56), and hospital (a) had the highest (24.15).
Overall, hospitals (d) and (a) were classified as having high safety levels, while hospitals (b) and (c) were categorized as
medium according to WHO standards.

Conclusion: Given that 50% of the hospitals showed moderate safety levels, it is recommended to adopt a proactive risk
management approach. Strategies include continuous training and empowerment of managers and staff in safe evacuation,

sheltering principles, risk reduction, and field treatment capacity building to enhance hospital preparedness against disasters.
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