Journal Homepage: https://journals.sbmu.ac.ir/mh DOI: https://doi.org/10.22037/mhj.v17.47782

Original Article Open Access

Tarikh-i pizishki
i.e., Medical History

Medical Ethics and Law ; :
Shahid Beheshti
Research Center 2025; 17: €29 University of Medical Sciences

Compendium(Konnash) Writing and Its Impact on the Medicine of Islamic
Civilization
Lida Mavadat'™*(), Zeynab Sayyar’ , Hojjat Ebadimanesh®
1. Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran.

2. Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran.
3. Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran.

ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: One of the most important factors in the codification and development of medical
knowledge in Islamic civilization was the influence of Muslims by the medical school of Jondishapour.
The establishment of this scientific center and the presence of its physicians in the court of the Islamic
Caliphate gradually provided the grounds for the systematization of medical sciences. This research aims
to investigate and analyze the tradition of compendium writing and to explain the process of its formation
and expansion in Islamic civilization based on available historical sources.

Methods: This research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, based on library
resources related to the early Islamic centuries.

Ethical Considerations: In writing this research, the principles of academic integrity, authenticity of
sources and avoidance of bias have been observed.

Results: The results indicate that compendiums were the product of practical experience and the daily
activities of physicians who recorded their knowledge in the fields of disease diagnosis and treatment,
description of simple drugs, health instructions and medical prohibitions. These works functioned like
encyclopedias in the field of medicine and encompassed various sections, including theoretical and
practical medicine.

Conclusion: The tradition of compendium writing was one of the most important factors in the transfer
and localization of medical knowledge from neighboring regions to Islamic civilization. Jondishapour, as
a scientific center composed of diverse medical schools, played a fundamental role in the formation and
expansion of this tradition. Muslims, by utilizing it, developed and organized medical knowledge in the
form of compendium writing.
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