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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: The migration of Iranian labor to the South Caucasus experienced a growing trend
during the last years of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, with hundreds of thousands
of Iranians travelling to these areas every year in search of work. Many of these immigrants were
employed in factories, mines, oil industries, wharves and agricultural lands in Baku, Ganja, Thilisi, Erevan
and Batum. Some were engaged in peddling, construction, etc. and lived in the workplace or on the
outskirts of cities. The aspects of health and safety in these two locations significantly influenced the lives
of these workers.

Methods: This article employs an approach of "history from below" and relies on library and archival
sources to investigate the conditions in which the Iranian immigrant workers lived in terms of their health
status and the effects it had on their physical health.

Ethical Considerations: In this research, honesty and trustworthiness have been observed in the use of
historical sources.

Results: The social life experienced by Iranian workers in the Caucasus was accompanied by a high rate
of physical injuries and even deaths compared with workers of other nationalities. Consequently, some of
them lost their lives and some suffered from diseases such as cholera, plague, malaria, shortness of breath,
or physical disabilities.

Conclusion: Iranian emigrant workers in the Caucasus undertook the most difficult jobs due to lack of
material capital, production tools, knowledge and skills as well as living in huts and sheds or workplaces.
These two places were dangerous and inappropriate in terms of health and hygiene, leading to a high
incidence of physical injuries and even fatalities among Iranian workers.
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