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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: Although the names of compound drugs in Iranian medicine do not
follow a single pattern and apparently have many differences, but in practice, they are made of
similar components. Despite the importance of this subject, there is no independent research
about it, and this reveals the need of this study. Therefore, the current research tries to collect and
examine the effective components in the naming of compound drugs.

Methods: In this retrospective and quantitative research, with the method of content analysis, the
most important characteristics in naming compound drugs in Qarabadin-i Salihi, Qarabadin-i
Kabir and Qarabadin-i A ‘zam were extracted and categorized.

Ethical Considerations: All moral considerations, including the originality of texts in the
manuscripts and also authors’ moral rights were accepted and then reflected in the study.

Results: The findings indicated that eight important components are involved in the naming of
drugs: 1. drug category; 2. the main ingredient of the drug; 3. the people to whom the drug is
attributed are more used than the others.

Conclusion: The multiplicity of naming patterns of compound drugs, which has led to confusion
in the names of drugs, requires serious attention and organization.
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