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1- Female genital mutilation
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2- Female genital cutting
3- Women's circumcision
4- Female genital mutilation (FGM)
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Feminine circumcision from the point of view of Jurisprudential
religions

M.Zolfaghartalab
M.Jamali

Abstract
“Feminine circumcision” is a common expression that includes any
type of incision of the reproduction organ of women: From the lowest
degree of cutting the reproduction organ, that is from incision of
Gholfah (foreskin of clitoris) to the total or partial removal of clitoris
and small vaginal lobes with or without incision of big vaginal lobe.
Feminine circumcision was one of the ancient traditions of the pre-
Islamic era which was modified by Islam in keeping with customary
issues and by using a “gradual method”. Among different types of
circumcisions jurisprudents have only allowed the removal of Gholfah
(foreskin of clitoris) irrespective of the type of its religious percepts
whether being obligatory, recommended or dignified, and described it
as a religious circumcision (rite) while terming other types of
circumcision as non-religious (Pharaonic).
On the other hand, human rights institution and its pro-organizations
have made rigid legislations against all type of circumcisions, a
viewpoint also approved by certain contemporary Sunni and
Imamiyeh jurisprudents.
Contradictory medical reports on the positive and negative impacts of
feminine circumcision and prohibition of all types of circumcision by
the opponents of this action, coupled with the lack of attention to the
Sharia purposes of expressing religious percepts of the feminine
circumcision, call for a research on this issue. The present article
addresses the nature of the feminine circumcision and provides the
viewpoints of jurisprudential religions about the issue.
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Feminine circumcision, religious circumcision, non-religious
circumcision, incision of reproduction organ of women, religious
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