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Editorial

Since the onset of the scientific and industrial
transformation in Europe, it was widely assumed
that the ever-expanding branches of human
knowledge, on the one hand, and the impossibility of
mastering all of them, on the other, would inevitably
lead to the separation of different fields of science.
Consequently, the humanities gradually diverged
from the natural sciences and engineering
disciplines, while each of the latter also pursued its
own distinct path. Yet, as this separation continued
over time, the need for greater interconnectedness
among the sciences became increasingly apparent.
After all, the entirety of human knowledge either
serves humanity or seeks to understand it; therefore,
no field of knowledge can be meaningfully
discussed without reference to human beings and
human considerations.

This need, and the perspective that emerged from it,
gradually  elevated the  significance  of
interdisciplinary studies, providing scholars with
opportunities to examine a subject or problem from
multiple  perspectives and through diverse
methodological approaches.

Medicine is undoubtedly among the most
interdisciplinary of sciences. Owing to its
multifaceted epistemological dimensions, it draws
upon a wide range of fields of knowledge. Through
a dynamic and reciprocal interaction between
medicine and other disciplines, new areas of inquiry
have emerged, including medical sociology, medical
law, and medical ethics.

Although Islamic jurisprudence (figh) concerns itself
with the acts of legally responsible individuals
(mukallafin) and the five normative rulings-
obligation, prohibition, reprehensibility,
recommendation, and permissibility-while medicine
focuses on the human body and its health, an
interdisciplinary domain emerges whenever a
Muslim individual becomes involved in the
therapeutic process, whether as a patient receiving
treatment or as a physician providing it. In such
circumstances, medical actions become subject not
only to the five legal rulings but also to legal status

rulings (akkam wad iyyah), thereby giving rise to
the field of Medical Figh.

Medical Figh has thus established its place as an
interdisciplinary  field situated between the
humanities and the medical sciences. Medical
phenomena are closely intertwined with the
teachings of Islamic jurisprudence, and from their
interaction emerge practical guidelines governing
the conduct of both patients and physicians. For
example, a mother's illness and her inability to
continue a pregnancy constitute a medical issue
whose diagnosis falls within the physician's
expertise. However, the implications of that
diagnosis may lead to specific legal obligations and
rulings affecting both the patient and the physician.
Engaging Islamic jurisprudence with emerging
medical issues and striving to provide religious and
legal responses to them is a demanding task. The
medical community is not generally accustomed to
such a specialized interaction with a non-empirical
field such as the humanities, and religious scholars
(fugaha’) likewise often lack sufficient experience in
formulating realistic responses to novel medical
challenges. Such responses require not only a
thorough understanding of juristic principles and
methods of legal deduction but also an accurate and
comprehensive understanding of the medical subject
itself. This challenge has become one of the most
significant issues confronting contemporary jurists.
Although the juristic engagement with medical
issues may appear to be relatively recent, a careful
examination of the primary sources of Islamic law
reveals that Muslim jurists, in accordance with the
circumstances of their respective times and places,
have consistently sought to address such issues and
derive their legal rulings from the four recognized
sources of Islamic jurisprudence.

It is hoped that the publication of scholarly research
in the Journal of Medical Figh will contribute
meaningfully to the advancement of
interdisciplinary scholarship and foster deeper
engagement with the issues and challenges arising
within the field of medicine.
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