Journal Homepage: https://journals.sbmu.ac.ir/mf DOI: https://doi.org/10.22037/mfj.v17i47.51385

Original Article Open Access

Medical Fighh Journal

2025; 17(47): e3

A Jurisprudential-Methodological Critique of the Article ""The Jurisprudential
Status of Impurity and Keeping Dogs in Islamic Schools of Thought**
Fatemeh Fallah Tafti*

1. Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Law and Jurisprudence, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran: Iran.

ABSTRACT
Background and Aim: The article titled "The Jurisprudential Status of Impurity and Keeping Dogs in Islamic
Schools of Thought" adopts a reformist approach to re-examining the legal ruling on the "inherent impurity (najasah)
of dogs" and the regulations concerning their keeping beyond explicitly prescribed cases. By integrating
jurisprudential data with modern medical findings, the authors incline toward the purity of dogs and the general
permissibility of their keeping. The present study aims to critically evaluate the methodology and the inferential
validity of the said article, focusing on how this integrative method is applied.
Materials and Methods: Using an analytical-critical approach and drawing upon comparative jurisprudence (figh
mugqarin) and the principles of deductive legal theory (usizl al-figh), this study examines the article's evidentiary
arguments. The critique focuses on three main areas: evidentiary balance, the essential distinction between effective
cause and wisdom in scriptural texts, and the hermeneutics of lexical distinctions versus customary linguistic usage.
Findings:The analysis reveals that the article's reasoning suffers from methodological shortcomings in four areas: (1)
inconsistent application of the views of various legal schools and a selective, unprincipled eclectic approach; (2) an
unfounded claim of inconsistency (idtirab) in the traditions concerning canine saliva (wulligh), while overlooking the
devotional (ta‘abbudi) aspect of washing in Maliki jurisprudence; (3) a foundational confusion between "revealed
effective cause" and "underlying wisdom," leading to the direct extrapolation of empirical variables to devotional
rulings; and (4) overly narrow and unconventional lexical distinctions for housing terminology that contradict
customary perceptions (Zuhur al-Urfi) in modern apartment living.
Conclusion: The article's conclusion—asserting the purity of dogs and negating the reprehensibility (karahah) of
their keeping—does not align with the conclusive evidence from Imami jurisprudence and the majority of Islamic
schools. Altering established divine rulings requires either explicit scriptural text (nass sarth) or definitive analogical
derivation (tanqth al-manat al-gat‘7), and hygienic variables, at best, indicate the wisdom behind rulings, not their
complete effective cause.
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