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ABSTRACT
Background and Aim: The rule of qur‘a in Imami jurisprudence and the principle of lottery in biomedical ethics
each provide a mechanism for dealing with situations in which no action can be decisively preferred over others,
making decision-making difficult. The present study aims to examine the degree of conceptual compatibility and
practical applicability of the juristic rule of qur‘a and the lottery principle in medical ethics, in order to utilize the
potential of each in resolving clinical dilemmas.
Materials and Methods: This study used a descriptive—analytical, comparative approach. Drawing on Imami
jurisprudential sources (the Qur’an, hadiths, jurisprudential rules and principles) and biomedical ethics literature
related to theories of procedural justice, impartiality, and equality of opportunity, it investigates the issue of lottery
from both jurisprudential and biomedical-ethical perspectives.
Conclusion: The findings indicate that the qur‘a in Imami jurisprudence—beyond its traditional application in
deciding cases of uncertainty—can also be employed in situations involving conflicting rights. In biomedical ethics,
although there are differing views on the fairness of using a lottery, this article, drawing on theories of procedural
justice and impartiality, recognises the lottery as a legitimate method for allocating scarce healthcare resources.
Therefore, there is no fundamental or significant conceptual or practical difference between the jurisprudential rule
of qur‘a and the lottery principle in biomedical ethics.
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