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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: Spiritual care is a key component and the missing link in holistic care. Providing high-quality,
holistic care requires technical training and mastery of technological advancements. However, another important concept
involved in quality clinical practice is moral sensitivity to guide professional performance. This study aimed to determine
the relationship between moral sensitivity and spiritual care competence of nurses working in the Lorestan University of
Medical Sciences educational and medical centers in 2024-25.

Methods: This descriptive correlational study was conducted on 407 nurses working in educational hospitals affiliated
with Lorestan University of Medical Sciences in 2024-25, selected using stratified random sampling. Data were collected
using three questionnaires: a demographic information questionnaire, the Moral Sensitivity Questionnaire by Lutzen et al.
(1995) and the Spiritual Care Competence Questionnaire by Van Leeuwen et al. (2009). Descriptive statistics, Chi-square
test, Pearson correlation coefficient, and one-way analysis of variance were used to analyze the data. Data analysis was
performed at a significance level of P<0.05 using SPSS 19 software.

Ethical Considerations: This study adhered to all ethical considerations, including the protection of participants' privacy
and the acquisition of informed consent. Additionally, the research was approved by the University's Research Ethics
Committee.

Results: The levels of moral sensitivity and spiritual care competence among the participating nurses were moderate. The
mean scores for spiritual care competence and moral sensitivity of the participating nurses were 95.15+18.94 and
62.15+15.65, respectively. The results showed a significant correlation between overall moral sensitivity and overall
spiritual care competence (p-value<0/001, r=0/413). Individuals with higher moral sensitivity had higher spiritual care
competence. According to the One-Way ANOVA results, a significant relationship was observed between overall moral
sensitivity and overall spiritual care competence.

Conclusion: As moral sensitivity increased among participants, their spiritual care competence also increased. The
inclusion of continuous in-service training courses on professional ethics and spiritual care is recommended to guide
nurses' performance and keep their knowledge updated in line with the growing needs and advancements of society.
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