Medical Ethics Journal, October 2017; 11(41): 25-36

Original Article

Ethics in behavioral science researches: Understanding methodology experts' views

Atefeh Nasiri Hamrah!
1. PhD Student of Higher Education, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran. Email: a.nasirihamrah@yahoo.com

Received: 28 Jun 2015  Accepted: 16 Jun 2016

Abstract

Background and Aim: The disciplines of behavioral science, due to their different research nature, require
researcher to adhere to some common ethical principles. The present study addresses the various ethical
dimensions of behavioral science research.

Materials and Methods: This qualitative study was conducted through a semi-structured interview. The
research population consisted of Tehran universities professors of the research methodology in the
behavioral sciences fields. A total of 15 professors were selected using purposive sampling and snowball
method. Data analysis was performed using deductive content analysis.

Ethical Considerations: Participants’ consent was taken and they were assured that the information would
be published totally.

Findings: Ethical components in the process of behavioral science research were achieved in the following
five stages: ethics in the explanation of the problem (correct identification of the problem; lack of distortion
of facts while selecting the subject; the ability and expertise to perform the research; and the importance and
necessity of the problem), ethics in data collection (validity of research sample; accuracy in data collection),
the use of appropriate and standard instruments; non-bias; respect for privacy and confidentiality and
informed consent); ethics in the analysis and interpretation (accuracy of data; honoring the trust, avoiding
data fabrication; tolerance and avoid distortion of results); ethics in compiling and disseminating results (no
distortion; considering the rights of all authors; citing credible scientific sources) and "paying attention to
values and norms of science™ which is the component considered as the competency for research.
Conclusion: The ethical issues raised by the research process can be a useful guide for students and
researchers in the field of behavioral sciences.
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