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Abstract

Background and Aim: Although ethical considerations in qualitative research are similar in different
groups, because of the complex process of qualitative research and children’s vulnerable nature,
ethical considerations are more critical in this group. This study was designed to determine the
ethical considerations in qualitative research with children’s participation.

Materials and Methods: In this review, Persian and English articles published in Scopus, PubMed,
SID, Irandoc, Magiran and Google Scholar databases were searched with no time limit using main
keywords of "Ethical Considerations and Qualitative Research” or "Qualitative Research and
Children". The title and abstract of all articles were studied, duplicate and non-related articles were
deleted, and contents of related articles were later analyzed.

Ethical Considerations: Publication of the results is carried out without bias, honestly and by citing
the original reliable resources and references.

Findings: Review of extract studies revealed general principles and ethical considerations in
qualitative research with children’ participation are similar to other qualitative research and include
attention to children’s participation, obtaining informed consent, ability to establish friendly and
honest relationships, confidentiality and researcher’s sensitivity regarding  publication of
information and the imbalance of power.

Conclusion: The findings suggest that the ability to establish a friendly relationship and win the
child's trust play a very important role in the child's active participation in the research process as
well as reducing the imbalance of power between the researcher and the child. Thus, children'
research must be carried out in a valuable, supportive and safe environment using appropriate
methods and support their social and mental abilities, so that children easily express their opinions.
Keywords: Qualitative Research; Children; Ethical Considerations; Vulnerable Groups
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