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Methods: This study employed a descriptive-analytical approach. The
required data were gathered through a review of library resources,
including jurisprudential and legal books, as well as scientific articles

Meat health indexed in reputable databases. Finally, the data were analyzed according
to the research question and in line with the research objectives. The
authors reported no conflicts of interest in the present study.

Results: It should be stated that it is not possible to rule in an absolute

E sense on the permissibility or impermissibility of anesthetizing an animal

d before slaughter, but the ruling varies according to the method of
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anesthesia. One of the important points is that it will not be possible to
review this ruling without using veterinary studies and explaining the
effects of anesthesia on the animal and its meat after slaughter.

Conclusion: If the use of anesthetic tools and methods leads to the death
of the animal causing the animal to be considered dead (Maitah), it is
definitely impermissible. Otherwise, considering the harm to the animal
and the damage to the meat and to human health due to the anesthesia,
this practice is considered as disapproved and permissible (neutral) in the
general sense.
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suffocation. The traditional slaughter methods in

Summary

Background and Objective

Humanity has relied on animals for food
throughout history. In accordance with the Islamic
law, Muslims are permitted to consume only
specific animal species, and even then, a
prescribed method of slaughter must be followed.
This method is referred to as 'Dhabh’ for livestock
and poultry and 'Nahr' for camels, and entails
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Iran, which align with Islamic slaughter, primarily
focus on factors that ensure both the healthfulness
and quality of the meat.

Alongside the emphasis in religious teachings
on animal welfare and the specific regulations
foreseen in Islamic jurisprudence for animal
slaughter, the practice of stunning animals before
slaughter has recently emerged and become
widespread in many countries. The viewpoint that
animal stunning using devices such as electrical
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and it remains unclear how future generations will
judge this slaughter method (1).

A review of the literature reveals two brief
conference-published articles on the subject. The
first, "Stunning Animals Before Slaughter” (3),
does not discuss the jurisprudential permissibility
of stunning and, by merely examining narratives
related to animal rights, deems this method
compliant with animal rights and even
commendable. The other article, titled "The
Jurisprudential Ruling on Using Anesthesia in
Slaughter" (4), compares the Islamic slaughter
method with other modern techniques but does
not address the foundational jurisprudential
principles of the issue.

Given the novelty of this topic, the following
research questions arise: From a jurisprudential
perspective, is slaughter using stunning methods
permissible? And does the method's impact on
human health influence the jurisprudential ruling?

Methods

The present study employs a descriptive-
analytical research method. The required data
were gathered through a review of library
resources. These resources included authoritative
books and articles within the research domain,
which were analyzed following their collection.
The sources utilized included: jurisprudential and
legal books, certain narrative sources, relevant
research articles, as well as veterinary studies on
stunning methods and their impact on meat
quality. The data were extracted from reputable
article indexing databases such as Noormags,
Magiran, PubMed, and ELSEVIER. Finally, the
collected data were analyzed in accordance with
the research objectives and questions.

Results

There are various methods for stunning animals,
and a universal jurisprudential ruling cannot be
issued without considering these different
methods. Stunning in animals is of two types:
reversible and irreversible. In the first case, if
death does not occur through another means such
as prolonged stunning, the animal regains
consciousness. In the second type, the animal does
not regain consciousness and dies due to the
stunning; that is, the stunning method causes brain
trauma and eventually leads to death over a period
of time (1). The three main stunning methods used
in commercial slaughterhouses generally include
stunning with penetrating and non-penetrating
captive bolts, electrical stunning, and gas
stunning. These methods differ in their effects on
the animal’s body, such as pain resulting from
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electric shock, brain trauma, and suffocation. This
electric shock, trauma, or suffocation not only
causes pain and suffering to the animals before
slaughter, but also greatly affects the quality of
their meat and increases the level of blood clotting
in the meat. This makes the meat less healthy for
human consumption compared to Islamic
slaughter (11).

In examining the jurisprudential ruling, it
should be noted that for Islamic slaughter to be
valid, the animal must be alive; otherwise, it is
considered maytah (a carcass) and will not be
rendered lawful (tadhkiyah) through the
slaughtering process (15-17, 24, 26). Today, in
the case of high-voltage electrical methods and
penetrating captive bolts, death resulting from
stunning has been established. In other methods -
such as low-voltage electrical stunning, gas
stunning, or non-penetrating captive bolts - which
are less likely to cause the animal’s death, injuries
such as blood clots, bruising, and bone fractures
may affect the quality of the meat. However, it is
clear that such injuries do not compromise the
requirement that the animal must be alive. Each
stunning method must, therefore, be examined
independently with regard to this condition.

Conclusion

One of the essential conditions for the slaughter of
an animal is that it must be alive and must not
become maytah before slaughter is performed (15,
16). However, in some stunning methods - such as
penetrating captive bolts, high-voltage electrical
currents, or the use of certain gas mixtures - the
likelihood of the animal’s death due to stunning is
very high. In such cases, prudence dictates that
these methods be avoided because even though
there is no detailed (certain) knowledge that the
animal dies specifically due to stunning, there is
general knowledge - based on veterinary studies -
indicating a high probability of death in these
methods. Therefore, since there is definite
responsibility to avoid consuming maytah, the
removal of that responsibility requires certainty;
thus, refraining from these stunning methods in
slaughter is necessary.

Among the methods discussed, those involving
non-penetrating  captive  bolts, low-voltage
electrical currents, and some types of gases have a
lower likelihood of causing the animal’s death
before slaughter and may therefore be considered
permissible. However, after addressing the
permissibility or non-permissibility of these
methods, the further question arises whether these
methods can - as some have suggested (4) - be
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it must be noted that the reasoning offered for
declaring them recommended is the enhanced
protection of animal rights and greater animal
welfare, based on the assumption that stunning
before slaughter eliminates pain and sensation
during the slaughtering process.

Given the findings of veterinary experts and
the conclusions established through empirical
sciences, none of the stunning methods (of any
type that have so far been applied to animals prior
to slaughter) provide comfort or welfare for the
animal; rather, these methods themselves may
cause significant problems and pain to the animal.
Therefore, considering the prohibition of harming
animals (23) in Imami jurisprudence, it must be
stated that even if some of these methods are
deemed permissible, they remain severely disliked
(karahah shadidah) due to the suffering they
inflict upon the animal.

On the other hand, humans need to consume
this meat, and Islamic rulings - such as the laws of
slaughter - are intended to promote the health of
the Islamic community. However, in these
methods of stunning and pre-slaughter anesthesia,
not only is the healthiness of the meat reduced,
but incomplete blood drainage from tissues,
bruising, discoloration, bone fractures or
dislocations, ruptured organs, joint damage, and
similar injuries also cause health risks to those
who consume the meat. Therefore, it is
appropriate that these harms also influence the
jurisprudential ruling regarding the permissibility,
impermissibility, or even the recommendation or
disfavor of stunning methods. Accordingly, it
should be stated that the use of these stunning
methods - or any stunning method with the
characteristics described in this research - carries
severe disfavor (karahah shadidah).
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%) stunning

%) OIE (Office International des Epizooties)

%) The OIE (Office International des Epizooties code i.e. the World
Organization for Animal Health) definition of stunning is: “...any
mechanical, electrical, chemical or other procedure which causes
immediate loss of consciousness; when used before slaughter, the
loss of consciousness lasts until death from the slaughter process; in
the absence of slaughter, the procedure would allow the animal to
recover consciousness.”

*) Electrical stunning, penetrating captive bolt stunning, non-
penetrative captive bolt stunning, and gas stunning, the last is used in
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