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Methods: The present article is a library-based research organized using a
descriptive-analytical method and has extracted and analyzed the
keywords of Islamic civilization, scientific progress and achievements of
Muslims in the science of medicine from historical sources.

Results: The examination of historical sources indicated the flourishing
of medical sciences in the field of the Islamic civilization: the emergence
ET of knowledgeable doctors and the writers of great books including Ali Ibn
Raban Tabari, the author of "Firdous Al-Hikma", Razi "Al-Hawi and Al-
Mansoori Medicine", Ibn Sina "Al-Qanun fi Tabri" (The Laws of
Medicine) , Ali bin Abbas Ahwazi the author of "Kamal al-Sanaa al-
Tabiyyah", Abul Qasim Zahrawi the author of "Al-Tsarif Leman Ujaz
An-Al-Talif" and valuable initiatives and achievements in various fields
including the diagnosis of diseases and their treatment such as the
identification and treatment of smallpox and measles by Razi and
Avicenna’s description of the details of different organs of the body,
including the heart, compilation of the most comprehensive book on
pharmacology and introduction and description of about 1400 drugs by
Ibn Bitar, creation of well-equipped hospitals and provision of their
supplies, all prove this claim.

< https://doi.org/10.22037/jrrh.v10i3.42534

Conclusion: During the flourishing era of the Islamic civilization,
Muslims achieved tremendous achievements in medical sciences and
became the authority in medical knowledge in Europe and the world,
according to Western scientists. Today, it is up to the new generation of
the Islamic civilization to reach the pinnacle of progress in science and
technology, including scientific authority in medicine, relying on this past
full of pride, effort and self-confidence.
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the science of medicine and various branches of

Summary medical sciences. Therefore, in the present article,
m———— we aim to have an overview of the progress of

Background a_nd Objective medical science and its role in the flourishing of
One of the sciences that has been the focus of the Islamic civilization. Reviewing the history of
Muslims since the beginning and reached the peak Islamic civilization shows that the science of
of gr_owth and prosperity and played_a_s_igni_ficant medicine has always enjoyed a high position
role in the development of Islamic civilization, is among Muslims. In fact, the holy word "sage” has
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been applied to both doctor and philosopher in
Islamic civilization. Undoubtedly, one of the most
important reasons for the attention of Muslims to
the knowledge of medicine is the attention of
religious leaders to this valuable knowledge. In a
hadith from the beloved Prophet of Islam
(PBUH), the knowledge of medicine is
recommended to be at the same level as the
knowledge of religion. The Prophet and the Ahl
al-Bayt (the Prophet’s family), peace be upon
them, along with the mission of exalting the souls
of people, have also helped them in keeping their
bodies healthy with medical advice.

Relying on this strong religious support,
Muslims after familiarizing themselves with the
works of neighboring civilizations and translating
the works of Iranian, Indian and Greek doctors
and most importantly Hippocrates and Galen
(2,3), they started compilation of books and
innovation in medical science and soon with the
emergence of eminent doctors and physicians and
their valuable writings, the science of medicine
reached growth and prosperity in the Islamic
civilization (5).

Methods

The present article is a library and documents
research organized by descriptive-analytical
method. In this method, the subjects of the study
are not available to the authors objectively and in
the field, and the researchers use the documents of
the previous times that are mainly in the libraries,
and the main source used by them is the books
and documents in verse and prose that have been
left from the past (6).

Therefore, the focus of the authors of this
article has been to refer to various articles and
books written about the era of growth and
prosperity of the Islamic civilization in various
fields, including medicine, using keywords such
as: Islamic civilization, scientific advances of
Muslims, and achievements of Muslims in
medical science. Muslim doctors should study and
extract materials that show the scientific efforts of
Muslims in the field of medical science and its
flourishing in the field of Islamic civilization.

Results

The study of the works of writers and researchers
of the Islamic civilization shows that Muslims in
the era of translation, after getting to know the
works of neighboring civilizations, soon
succeeded in creating precious works in the field
of medicine and created such works that were the
basis of European medical knowledge for many
years upon entering and translation into the
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language of the European countries in the Middle
Ages. Therefore, it can be safely stated that the
findings of Muslim doctors in the first and middle
centuries of the Islamic civilization are not
comparable to any of the previous civilizations.
These findings have been reported in the
framework of introducing some of the works and
actions of Muslim doctors.

Conclusion

Medicine has always enjoyed a high status among
Muslims. The beloved Prophet of Islam (PBUH)
put the knowledge of medicine on par with the
knowledge of religion and said: "“Science is of
two types, the science of religions and the science
of bodies.” (19).

Therefore, being aware of the valuable position
of medical science and the attention of religious
teachings to the individual and social health of the
society, from the first centuries of the formation
of the Islamic civilization, Muslims have paid
attention to translation, learning and then
producing important medical works and
flourishing scientific innovations and creativity.
They worked in the field of Islamic civilization. In
this way, they soon became the reference source
of medical knowledge for other nations, including
Europeans, and the works of Muslim doctors,
including the books of Razi, Ibn Sina (Avicenna),
and other Muslim doctors, were translated by
Westerners becoming the main foundation of
Western medical science (7). For example, Razi's
works, including the book "Al-Jadri and al-
Hasbah™ were translated into Latin in 1498 and
printed 40 times. His book "Al-Hawi" was also
translated into Latin by Faraj bin Salem in 1297
during the reign of Charles | and was printed five
times in 1542. Avicenna's works, including the
"The Laws of Medicine" were also translated into
Latin and for many years this book became the
main source of medical books in Europe(1).
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