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Jan 3, 2023 the cohesion and integration of society by creating strong social bonds. In
Accepted: Feb 12, 2023 the meantime, transparency in the various elements of the government can
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is worth mentioning that hypocrisy is especially emphasized in Islam as
Keywords: an anti-social trend. Considering the importance of the subject and the gap
Governance in the previous studies in this field, this research aims to examine the
Religion relationship between perception of transparency in the religiosity of
Trust officials according to the teachings of Nahj al-Balagha and the social trust
of citizens.

Methods: The present study is practical in terms of its purpose, and
® descriptive and field-based in terms of the method of data collection. In
a order to investigate the relationship between research variables in the
field, 428 MA students, PhD candidates and faculty members of Tehran,
9 https:/fdoi.ora/10.22037/jrrh.v10i1.39960 Mazandaran, Qom and Semnan universities were selected as a statistical
population by available sampling method. Standard questionnaires were
used to collect data and to analyze the data, confirmatory factor analysis
tests and structural equation modeling on LISREL software and mean test
on SPSS software version 16 were used. In the present study, all ethical
considerations were observed and the authors reported no conflict of
interests.

Results: The results of the statistical tests indicated that the perception of
transparency in the religiosity of the officials had a positive and
significant effect on the social trust of the citizens (P=0.59; T=8.53). This
means that the more transparency in the religiousness of officials is
observed and perceived, the more social trust among citizens there will
be. In addition, the analysis of the responses of the statistical community
indicates that the level of transparency in the religiosity of officials and
the level of social trust of citizens is more than the average value.

Conclusion: The results of the present study indicate that according to the
obtained factor loadings, improving each of the indicators of transparency
in the religiosity of the officials leads to the improvement of the level of
social trust of the citizens. Therefore, according to the current status of
each of the components, it is necessary for the society officials to try to
improve the transparency of each of the components of religiosity in order
to improve the social trust of the citizens.
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Background and Objective

Transparency is one of the clear features of good
governance, which can be used as an effective
mechanism to protect the rights of citizens and is
a valuable solution to fight corruption.
Meanwhile, the roots of the concept of
transparency can be found in Islamic teachings,
especially during the reign of Imam Ali (AS).
Imam Ali (AS) considered transparency in the
government to be essential and shared his views
on government and practical methods with the
people and all audiences with complete honesty
and openness (1). In the term, the use of
transparency is about information, data, and
procedures and it means that they are obvious and
available for checking and monitoring (2). Among
Muslims and especially Shiites, when the Islamic
government is mentioned, the government of
Imam Ali (AS) immediately comes to everyone's
mind as a model. In fact, a government is referred
to as religious and Islamic if it is closer to this
model, that is, the government of Imam Ali (AS),
and is more compatible with it. This closeness and
adaptation should be in various aspects of
government and governance, which are mentioned
in the words of Imam Ali (AS), or have been
narrated from his creed and way of life; Since in
the thought of Imam Ali (AS), the people have an
important role in the government, they have the
right to monitor the implementation of affairs
within the framework of Islamic principles and
rules, and the introduction to this role of the
people is transparency in the government's actions
and decisions (3).

In transparent governance, the main focus is on
the fight against corruption, and the accountability
of the rulers of a country. In an ambiguous
atmosphere where citizens are not aware of the
behavior and performance of the rulers and are not
involved in various issues (such as monitoring and
evaluation, decision-making and implementation),
public trust in the government is reduced or
denied (4). Therefore, the Islamic society needs
officials at the level of the Islamic Revolution,
whose transparency and honesty in all behavioral
components are its prominent characteristics. The
damage and loss from officials who pursue their
personal interests with hypocrisy and pretending
to be religious is more than the danger of any
enemy, because it is not easy to recognize them,
and they penetrate into the society in a way that it
is very difficult to recognize them. In such a
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situation, due to the lack of transparency and
honesty and due to material and worldly motives,
the officials may pretend to adhere to religious
teachings while they do not believe in them in
their heart; Therefore, while benefiting from
personal and party material benefits, they inflict a
lot of damage to citizens and society. Considering
the importance of the subject, the purpose of the
present study is to investigate the relationship
between citizens' perception of transparency in the
religiousness of officials according to the
teachings of Nahj al-Balagha and the social trust
of citizens in 2022.

Methods

Compliance with ethical guidelines: In order to
comply with the ethical principles of research and
respect the rights of individuals, all the
participants were given the necessary explanations
about the purpose of the study. Individuals were
also assured that the personal information
obtained would be kept confidential and that the
collected data would be analyzed in bulk and the
privacy of the individuals would also be
maintained.

The present study is practical in terms of its
purpose, and descriptive and field-based in terms
of the method of data collection. The results can
be used by the governing body at the macro level
and all ministries, universities of medical sciences
and the Ministry of Science, production and
service organizations at the micro level. The
statistical population of the study included 428
postgraduate students and faculty members in
Tehran, Mazandaran, Qom and Semnan
universities who were selected by available
sampling method in 2022. After distributing the
guestionnaires of transparency (5) and social trust
(6) among the statistical community, 402
questionnaires were found suitable and the rest of
the questionnaires were excluded from analysis.

Results

The results of statistical analysis indicated that the
citizens' perception of the transparency in the
religiosity of the officials has a positive and
significant effect on the citizens' social trust
(P=0.59; T=8.53). This means that the more
transparency in the religiousness of the officials is
observed and perceived, the higher the social trust
among the citizens. In addition, the analysis of the
answers provided by the statistical community
indicates that people's perception of citizens'
perception of transparency in the religiosity of
officials (3.7296 out of 5) and the level of social
trust of citizens (3.3640 out of 5) are more than
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the average value.

Conclusion

Considering the importance of transparency in the
behavior and actions of officials and also the
importance of Islamic teachings in all elements of
the Islamic society, it is necessary for the officials
of the Islamic society to align their activities with
Islamic teachings and provide the means for the
improvement of the society. However, in some
officials, there are differences in terms of
behavioral intentions and actual behaviors. Due to
the importance of the issue, transparency in the
religiosity of officials is one of the significant
management issues in the Islamic society that this
research has paid attention to.

The results of this research indicate that
improving each of the indicators of citizens'
perception of transparency in the religiosity of
officials leads to the improvement of the level of
social trust of citizens. The confirmation of this
hypothesis means that the components of citizens'
perception of transparency in the religiosity of
officials, including piety, negation of worldliness,
self-restraint, heresyism, fearing God, halalism,
self-improvement, and stewardship have a
positive and significant relationship with the
improvement of citizens' social trust. Therefore,
according to the current status of each of the
components, it is necessary for the society
officials to be diligent in improving the
transparency of each of the components of
religiosity in order to improve the social trust of
the citizens.
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