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Abstract

Background and Objective: One of the important components of social
capital is the existence of trust among members of society because it
reduces the cost of social actions and interactions and increases cohesion
and solidarity. Various factors affect the frequency of trust in a society,
the most important of which is the institutionalization of social moral
virtues in that society. The purpose of this study is to analyze and explain
the effectiveness of social ethics in increasing trust in the society.

Methods: In this study, the data were collected using a library-based
method from the Holy Qur'an, and other highly renowned works on ethics
including Jame al-Sa‘adah, Meraj al-Sa'adah, Mohjat al-Bayza fi Tahzib
al-Ahya, lhya Ulum al-Din, Tahzib al-Akhlagh va Tathir al-A'ragh and
especially Tafsir al-Mizan, as well as important hadith books, and then
the issue was described and analyzed based on the data. The authors
reported no conflict of interests.

Results: The findings indicate that all the virtues of social ethics play a
role in increasing social trust, but some, such as honesty, trustworthiness,
justice, faithfulness to the covenant, and good faith, are more important.

Conclusion: The emergence and continuation of social trust as a part of
the society's social capital requires the moral health of the society and the
strengthening and institutionalization of social morality among members
of the society.

Please cite this article as: Rostami HA, Khoshniat GhR, Nikooei A. The Impact of Social Ethics on the Development of Social Trust in the Words of
the Holy Qur'an Based on Tafsir al-Mizan. Journal of Pizhthish dar din va salamat. 2022;8(2):177-192. https://doi.org/10.22037/jrrh.v8i2.36381

Summary

Background and Objective

developed on this matter. However, so far quite a
few works have explored the importance of this
social concept using religious scriptures. No other
scholarly work has expounded the role of social

One of the significant factors in the development
of “social trust” is the dominance of social ethics
in the societies adornment of the members of
these communities with good behaviors within the
society. Socialists have maintained a special focus
on the issue of “trust” in society, leading to a
number of books, scholarly papers, and essays
being written on the subject. Quite a few scholars
have developed theories on this subject, which
have given life to valuable pieces of literature (1).
Searching the scholarly journals and papers (2)
reveals that comprehensive literature has been

Journal of Pizhiihish dar din va salamat
(i.e., Research on Religion & Health)

ethics in the development of social trust using
examples from the Holy Qur'an. The main
purpose of this paper is to explore the impact of
social ethics on the development of social trust.

Methods

This study is of the fundamental type. In this
library-based study, the required data were
collected by note-taking from multiple books,
articles, websites, and related software. The data
have been collected using a library-based
approach from the Holy Qur'an, and other highly
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Sa'adah’, Meraj al-Sa'adah?, Mohjat al-Bayza fi
Tahzib al—Ahya3, Ihya Ulum al-Din*, Tahzib al-
Akhlagh va Tathir al-A'ragh®. Multiple renowned
interpretations of the Holy Qur'an have also been
employed to enrich the argument including Tafsir
Qomi, Majma al-Bayan fi Tafsir al- Qur'an®,
Tafsir Nemouneh, Tafsir al-Mizan, and various
books of hadith.

The necessary data on the subject of “The Role
of Social Ethics in the Development of Social
Trust in the Words of the Holy Qur'an Based on
Tafsir al-Mizan” was gathered using the following
keywords: social ethics, social trust, the Holy
Qur'an, and Tafsir al-Mizan. Upon categorizing
and coding the collected data, the process of data
analysis ensued, which was then followed by
providing answers to the research questions.

Results

In a society where the social interactions are
modeled by social ethics, norms, and values, the
basis for the development of trust among the
members of the society is already laid out. If the
governing spirit within the society enjoys a certain
level of “goodness” and “piety” and moral and
spiritual values are favored beyond the material
longings, social trust will easily encompass all the
areas of the society. And that is why it has been
emphasized in the Holy Qur'an to manage our
social interactions based on “piety” and
“righteousness” as the two most important virtues:
“And to interact with each other by modeling
righteousness and piety, and do not cooperate with
each other in sins and aggressions. And fear God,
He shall punish those who have sinned severely”

3).

Sayyid Mohammad Hossein Tabataba'i®
believes that within this verse, the foundation of
social tradition has been introduced (4). Within
this verse, we have been emphasized to base our
social interactions on moral virtues since the
meaning of “righteousness” not only encompasses
righteous beliefs such as faith in God, the

' A book by Mohammad Mehdi Naraghi on the topic of the
purification of the soul from all impurities.
2. A book by Ahmad Naraghi on Islamic ethics.
®. A book by Mohsen Feyz Kashani on Islamic ethics and a highly
renowned work for Sunni Muslims.
4. A book by Abit Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Ghazali that
details the pathways finding God to devoted Muslims.
®. A book by Abu Ali Ahmad Ibn Mohammad lbn Yaghub Razi on
the topic of ethics.
®. One of the highly renowned books of Quranic interpretation by
Fazl Ibn Hasan Tabarsi.
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8 An Iranian religious scholar and theorist who was one of the most
influential figures in the development of modern Shia tradition. He is
the author of Tafsir al-Mizan.
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resurrection, the Holy Book, and prophets that
have come before us, but it also includes matters
such as spending money for charity, saying one’s
prayers, paying one’s Zakat’, keeping one’s
promises, and preserving one’s patience in the
face of difficulties (3). On the other hand,
thoughtful and firm speech (The Holy Qur'an, An-
Nisa: verse 9) (3), refraining from the practice of
usury (The Holy Qur'an, Al-Bagara: verse 287)
(3), keeping one’s promises (The Holy Qur'an,
Aal-e-Imran; verse 76) (3), and fighting avarice
(The Holy Qur'an, Al-Hashr: verse 9) (3) are all
attributes of a pious person. Therefore, to enjoy
the qualities of “piety” and “righteousness” not
only entails right beliefs and doing good deeds,
but also provides you with a number of virtues
signaling one’s social ethics. Furthermore, some
social inclinations play a significant role in
developing trust within the members of the
society.

Some of the most important social inclinations
that lead to the development of trust within the
society include honesty, trusteeship, justice,
keeping one’s promise, and benevolence.

Conclusion

Trust is the basis of social interactions without
which the communications within the society will
be shallow and difficult. “Righteousness” and
“piety” are two of the most important social
virtues which establish trust among the members
of society. In comparison, “sin” and “aggression”
only lead to more distrust within the society.

Erik Erikson views trust through the lens of
psychology and views “fundamental trust” as an
approach that we develop towards ourselves and
the world around us during early childhood (5).
Eisenstadt emphasizes that social trust and
solidarity, in the words of Durkheim and to some
extent Tonnies, is the most important factor in
developing social order indicating that without a
sense of social solidarity and trust social order is
much harder to preserve (6).

The findings of this study indicate that all the
virtues signaling social ethics play a role in
developing social trust, but some are more
important including honesty, trusteeship, justice,
keeping one’s promise, and benevolence.
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