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Results: From the perspective of a number of contemporary jurists, it can
be stated that the maintenance of stem cells in umbilical cord blood is
generally permissible. But the criterion of permission is different in each
case; some consider their storage absolutely permissible; some consider
the criterion of permission to be scientific research; some consider the
consent of the owner of the cells or his/her guardian; others consider the
storage license based on its benefits. With regard to bequeathing these
cells, some contemporary jurists believe it is permissible.

Conclusion: The results show that based on them Quranic verses and
hadiths and the principle of innocence, it is possible to allow the
maintaining of stem cells in umbilical cord blood. Regarding the bequest
of these cells, given their rational benefits and ownership, it is permissible
to bequeath them.
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time, there is a research gap in the field of
imperative rule of maintaining and consequently
bequeathing stem cells. In the research that is

Summary

Background and Objective

Today, with the advancement of medical science
in the field of using stem cells in umbilical cord
blood for treatment of a wide range of diseases
and their usability for other people except the
fetus, as well as their maintainability for a long
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available in this field, the ruling on the use of
stem cells, the jurisprudential expression of the
ownership and inheritance of stem cells, as well as
the jurisprudential investigation of the mother's
ownership of umbilical cord blood stem cells, as
well as the jurisprudential investigation of the use
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leading to the loss of fetal stem cells has been
investigated in preventive studies and treatment of
disability. However, present study seeks to collect
the opinions of contemporary jurists about the
decree of maintenance, followed by the bequest of
stem cells and the expression of the selected point
of view.

Methods

This study was of descriptive-analytical type in
which the related concepts were objectively and
gualitatively ~ described in a  systematic
manner. Written and oral jurisprudential decrees
made by some Shia religious scholars on this
particular subject were analyzed and deduced.
Data collection procedure included taking notes
from books, articles, valid websites, as well as
using jurisprudential software.

Results

From the perspective of a number of
contemporary jurists, it can be stated that the
maintenance of stem cells in umbilical cord blood
is generally permissible. But the criterion of
permission is different for each case; some
consider their storage absolutely permissible,
some consider the criterion of permission to be
scientific research, others consider the consent of
the owner of the cells or his/her guardian, and
others consider the storage license based on its
benefits. In the field of bequeathing these cells,
some contemporary jurists believe in permission.

Conclusion

According to the findings and summaries of the
opinions of several contemporary Shiite jurists, it
can be inferred that it is absolutely permissible to
maintain stem cells for humans for treatment
based on the Holy Quran, the Sunnah of the
Infallibles (peace be upon them) and rational
arguments.

Some of these verses are: Verse 32 of Surah
Ma'idah: Therefore, we decreed for the children of
Israel that whoever kills anyone except retribution
for murder, or [punishment] for corruption in the
land, it is as if he had killed all the people. And
whoever keeps anyone alive, it is as if he kept all
the people alive. And certainly our messengers
brought to them clear proofs. [However], many of
them are overdo in the earth (4). And the one who
gives life" does not mean the resurrection of the
dead, since resurrection is the work of God (3).
"Ahya" is taken from Hayat, is meaning the life
and blowing of the soul, whether in the beginning
or in its survival, in every moment that is the act
of God (2).
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In addition, Imam Sadigh states in a hadith:
"Whoever gives water (to another) in a place
where there is water is like one who has freed a
slave, and whoever gives water (to another) in a
place where there is no water is like someone who
revived a person; as if he has kept all people alive
(D).

Also, the principle of innocence is one of the
rational arguments that can be drawn on in this
regard. When the obligated person is doubtful
about the religious duty and it is not possible for
him/her to prove or deny that duty, it is well-
known that as long as the duty has not been
proved to the obligated person, it is not
appropriate to reproach the obligated person for
his/her violation or non-fulfilment of that duty.

With regard to bequeathing, stem cells are not
maintained only for use in transplantation and
treatment; Rather, its maintenance is for the
purpose of conducting various researches in the
direction of treatment and preservation of human
life. Therefore, it can be stated that keeping them
in stem cell freeze banks is also permissible in this
regard.

Due to the long time of maintaining stem cells
(5), bequeathing these cells to others is
recognizable. In order to explain the jurisprudence
of bequeathing the stem cells in the umbilical
cord, according to the findings of research in this
field, it can be inferred by reflecting on the
jurisprudential principles that bequeathing is
permissible.
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