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Abstract

Background and Objective: Clerics are respected people in the society
and have a great impact on society's acceptance in various social aspects;
a study aimed at surveying health culture from the view point of clerics
focusing on human papillomavirus (HPV) diseases was conducted in
2018.

Methods: The current study was a survey study /A number of questions

were developed on the subject and in-depth interviews were conducted
with 26 clerics. In this study, all the ethical considerations have been
observed and the authors declared no conflict of interests.

Results: The mean age of the study population was 44.6+14.9 years. All
the participants were male. The majority of the respondents believed that
the lack of cultural education programs was involved in the prevalence of
papillomavirus infection and considered the role of cultural programs in
raising public awareness related human papillomavirus as important.
Modern communication technologies in daily life can be used to change
the attitude of young people towards personal health. In the viewpoint of
clergies, existence of a cultural problem in relation to the prevention of
sexually transmitted diseases is a fundamental problem, the outcome of
which is the spread of the disease due to the increasing level of secrecy in
society.

Conclusion: Sexually transmitted diseases are a crucial problem and
result in diseases in the society. Lack of cultural and educational
programs will lead to the higher prevalence of papillomavirus infection.
Cultural programs can be very effective in raising public awareness of the
dangers of human papillomavirus. The influence of modern
communication technologies in daily life could be used to change the
attitude of young people toward health.

Please cite this article as: Soltanizadeh N, Ainy E. Health Culture Survey Based on the Views of Clerics Focusing on Human Papillomavirus in
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Summary

Background and Objective

healthy, they need more care (1). Identifying
cultural components plays an important role in
creating a culture of demanding from policy
makers, including in the field of health and in the

Women's health is one of the most important
issues in women's lives. Women must take care of
their own health in order to protect the health of
other family members. Women's health has been
of special importance since puberty. Because
young girls need to prepare for pregnancy, to stay
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recipients of related services leading to the
development and promotion of the health culture
in the country (2).

Numerous studies have shown the role of
spiritual health in preventing, reducing, and
controlling diseases (3-7).
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The study of human papillomavirus diseases in
the Iranian population is considered as a priority
and a necessity due to the importance of infection
with this virus and its consequences. Since clerics
are respected people in the society and have a
great impact on society's acceptance in various
social aspects, the present study aimed to survey
health culture from the perspective of clerics
focusing on human papillomavirus diseases by

determining the prevailing paradigm in the
society.
Methods
Compliance with ethical guidelines: In the

briefing session, after explaining the importance
of and necessity for conducting the study, the
professors’ consent was obtained to participate in
the study.

This was a survey study. It was carried out in
2018 to investigate the viewpoints of clerics
regarding the prevention of human papillomavirus
to extract a suitable model of the views of this
population to help solve women's health
problems. The questions were designed according
to the purpose of the study. In-depth interviews
were conducted with 26 clerics.

Results

All the participants were male. The majority of
respondents believed that the lack of cultural
education programs was involved in the
prevalence of papillomavirus infection and
considered the role of cultural programs in raising
public awareness about human papillomavirus.
The influence of modern communication
technologies in daily life can be used to change
the attitude of young people towards personal
health. In the viewpoint of clergics, existence of a
cultural problem in relation to the prevention of
sexually transmitted diseases is a fundamental
problem. The increasing spread of the disease is
due to the increasing level of secrecy in the
society.

Conclusion
Health is a fundamental right and need of all
human beings. The development of any society is
judged by the quality of the health of the people of
that society, as well as the degree of protection of
deprived people against the factors that harm the
health of that society. These days, health
perspectives have gained a broader perspective
and in this regard, special attention has been paid
to non-clinical determinants of health, including
the role of cultural beliefs.

A pathological study of the diseases, for
example, mental disorders, showed that many
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diseases result from numerous factors Including
the cultural practices and beliefs, which could
affect a person's coping style with illness and
sometimes help in dealing with it. On the other
hand, these inappropriate cultural factors could
lead to the occurrence and spread of some
diseases, such as human papillomavirus. The role
of health culture in the treatment of this disease is
very effective.

The results of the present study confirm that
the lack of educational and cultural programs and
the lack of use of new technologies play a major
role in the prevalence of this disease. Therefore,
the need for culture in this field is felt more than
ever. Findings from other studies also indicate that
religious affiliation of parents/guardians may
influence the decision to accept human
papillomavirus vaccination for girls; however, in
some studies the role of religion has been
considered as ineffective (8). There was also no
association between religiosity and vaccination
status. Nevertheless, a significant relationship has
been observed between religiosity and other
assessed variables (9).

The intervention of the clergy will be very
effective in convincing those who resist
vaccination. The clergy can help the successful
vaccination by the health system by holding
briefing sessions for the public. Involving the
family in preventing the disease, the right
perception in religion and helping religious beliefs
to control the disease will play an important role
in preventing and reducing the disease.
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