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Abstract

Background and Objective: Some theorists consider the teachings of
religions to be the main cause of environmental crises. For example,
Keith Thomas refers to some verses of the Holy Qur'an and considers
them to be the cause of various environmental damages. The main
purpose of this research is to critically examine the views of Keith
Thomas. In this critical study, an attempt has been made to use the
doctrinal-theological propositions of the Holy Quran with a qualitative
approach.

Methods: This qualitative study was conducted with a content analysis
approach to critique the perspectives of Keith Thomas. In this study, data
were collected using in-depth interviews with 18 experts. In the first
stage, each of the experts who specialized in this issue was interviewed
and after recording and analysis, the research was written. The author
reported no conflict of interests in this study.

Results: The research findings indicate that each of the interviewed
experts criticized Keith Thomas based on the Quranic teachings.
According to them, Keith Thomas has not been able to properly and
correctly understand the exact meanings of "divine caliphate on earth”,
"human nobility among creatures” and "human ownership and freedom".

Conclusion: According to what is used in the doctrinal teachings of the
Holy Qur'an, Keith Thomas did not gain an understanding of the
relationship between Islam and the environment. There are various

guidelines in the Holy Qur'an such as "responsibility”, "justice", "right
will and authority", "consciousness of creatures” and "unity of existence",
the application of which will lead to greater protection and prosperity of
the environment. Given that no writing has been observed on this issue,

the study has addressed a new issue.

Please cite this article as: Bakhshandeh-Bali A. An Analysis of the Doctrinal-theological Propositions of the Holy Qur'an about Environmental
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Summary

Background and Objective

On the one hand, modernity has brought

damages in areas such as water, soil, air, plants
and animals, sometimes referred to as
"environmental crises".

One of those views was put forward by Keith
Thomas, a professor of history in the United

remarkable achievements to human life in the
scientific and practical fields that cannot be
ignored. On the other hand, there are injuries for
which the causes must be investigated. One of the
most important harms of the modern world is
related to the environment. There are various
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Kingdom. In his view, he refers to the verses of
the Holy Qur'an as the source of harm. The main
point of this article is to critically examine Keith
Thomas' view on accusing the Holy Quran of
being the main cause of the environmental crisis
and to show that understanding the teachings of
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the Holy Qur'an and practicing them can make a
person prosper in different areas.

Methods

A qualitative approach to content analysis was
used to explain the experts' answers. The
participants in this study, who were experts in this
field, were professors with expertise. Semi-
structured individual interviews were used to
collect data. All interviews were conducted by a
researcher. All interviews were recorded. Of
course, in an interview that was not allowed to be
recorded, the contents were recorded. In a semi-
structured individual interview, the researcher
guided the interview process to obtain the desired
information by asking a few general questions
about Keith Thomas's views on the destructive
role of the Holy Qur'an in environmental crises.
The individual interview continued until data
saturation was obtained.

Results

This qualitative research, which was conducted
with a content analysis approach, continued until
data saturation. Findings from interviews with the
experts show that Keith Thomas has failed to gain
a proper understanding of the Qur'anic teachings.
To prove this claim, Keith Thomas's claim and
then its critique are explained in order.

Lynn White was one of the thinkers who
attacked the biblical teachings of Christianity and
Judaism by writing an article entitled "The
Historical Rooting of Our Ecological Crisis,”
published in 1967. Then, Keith Thomas, who
graduated with a degree in history, published a
book in the United Kingdom in 1983, generalizing
Lynn White's claim to Islam. In this book, she
explains that these biblical phrases cause human
beings to freely destroy the environment.

- Divine Caliphate on Earth

According to the Holy Qur'an, the only being that
can be the "Caliph of the Supreme Being on earth"
is man. From the point of view of the Qur'anic
teachings, the divine caliphate on earth does not
mean absolutism in the performance of activities,
but a person who becomes a successor must
behave properly in his work towards anything,
even the environment. Therefore, harming the
environment is not compatible with those
concepts.

- Human dignity

One of the terms used in the verses quoted by
Keith Thomas to misunderstand his view is
"human nobility”. He imagined that the Holy
Qur'an has always given human superiority, and
this means prescribing everything, including the
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destruction of the environment. When man attains
a degree of knowledge of God and servitude, he
must serve the people. Serving creation has a
general meaning and includes various creatures
such as plants, animals and humans. Such a
human being, who has acquired his dignity, tries
not only to avoid harming the creatures, including
the environment, but also to try to make each
creature grow and flourish. If there is an obstacle
on their path, it will be removed.

- Human ownership and freedom

Another  term  that  misunderstands  the
misunderstanding of environmental degradation is
"human property and freedom". The real owner of
the world is God the Almighty, and what is stated
in the Holy Qur'an about human property means
the use of nature, not destruction and crisis in it.
Therefore, ownership does not mean absolute
freedom

Conclusion

According to the discussions, Keith Thomas is
one of the theorists who Expand the main cause of
environmental crises to the Holy Qur'an. One of
the drawbacks of his view is that he has failed to
gain a proper understanding of the teachings cited
in the Holy Qur'an. Keith Thomas conceived that
man's "caliphate” of God, mentioned in some
verses of the Holy Qur'an, means a permanent and
absolute caliphate through which man do anything
while this is not the case. The correct meaning of
the term is that man must manifest the attributes
of the Supreme Being. Such a person does not
destroy the environment or create a crisis. Such is
the "dignity" of man. These words do not mean
doing things absolutely. Rather, it means that the
people who reach this position avoid excesses and
do the right things.
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