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Table 1- Percentage of respondents regarding the status of clinical reasoning, critical thinking, and self-efficacy
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Table 2— The relationship between the clinical reasoning variable with critical thinking skills, general self-efficacy, and
demographic variables (age, gender, number of months of internship, and number of months spent in the major).
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Table 3— Examining the Predictive Variables of Critical Thinking, Self-Efficacy, and Demographic Variable of Months
Spent in the Major Section with Clinical Reasoning of Medical Interns
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Abstract

Background and Aims: Clinical judgment in critical situations, supported by clinical reasoning skills as
well as the use of critical thinking and general self-efficacy, can all contribute to the professional success
of physicians in providing better diagnostic and therapeutic services. This study was conducted to examine
the relationship between clinical reasoning, critical thinking skills, and general self-efficacy among
medical interns at Shahrekord University of Medical Sciences.

Materials and Methods: In this descriptive-analytical cross-sectional study, the statistical population
included medical interns studying during the academic year 2023-24 at hospitals affiliated with
Shahrekord University of Medical Sciences. Census sampling was performed, and 130 interns
participated in the study. Data were collected using the diagnostic thinking inventory (to assess clinical
reasoning skills), Ricketts’ critical thinking questionnaire, and Schwarzer and Jerusalem’s general self-
efficacy questionnaire. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, Pearson correlation, and
regression analysis. Ethical principles were strictly adhered to at every phase of the study.

Results: There was a significant correlation between critical thinking and self-efficacy with clinical
reasoning. Critical thinking was identified as a stronger predictor of clinical reasoning.

Conclusion: According to the results of this study, the importance of critical thinking and general self-
efficacy in clinical reasoning and decision-making, as well as in enhancing clinical skills, highlights the
need for greater attention to these two factors in the health domain. Incorporating activities and
educational content to improve them in medical internship training programs is essential.
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