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Abstract
Background and Aims: Dentists play a pivotal role in educating and motivating toothless patients who wearer

denture in order to maintain their denture hygiene. Therefore, the present study was conducted to evaluate the
general dental practitioners' knowledge and practice towards oral hygiene instruction to denture wearers.
Materials and Methods:This descriptive-cross-sectional study was conducted on general dentists in Yazd
who performed full denture treatment in 2020. In the study, a researcher-made questionnaire was used. The
validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by a panel of experts, and the reliability of the questionnaire was
confirmed with Cronbach's alpha of 0.8 for knowledge questions and 0.7 for efficiency. Data were analyzed
by SPSS 17 software through T-test and Pearson correlation coefficient.

Results: In this study, 130 general dentists with a mean age of 34.32+7.87 years old and a mean work
experience of 8.67+7.04 participated. The mean score of knowledge of dentists was 11.49+2.11 out of 18
scores. There was a statistically significant relationship between the mean knowledge score and age, gender
and work experience of dentists (p-value <0.05). There observed no statistically significant difference in the
practice of dentists in mean age, work experience, gender, and attending retraining courses (p-value <0.05).
Conclusion: In view of the limitations of study, the results showed that dentists' knowledge about training
patients on how to clean their dentures was moderate. Furthermore, the knowledge of younger dentists with
less work experience was higher than other dentists. Nevertheless, most of dentists practiced satisfactorily.
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Table 1- Average knowledge score of examined

dentists according to gender and experience of
participation in retraining
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Table 2- Distribution of the frequency of responses of the examined dentists to the performance questions
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Table 3- Answers of surveyed dentists to performance questions according to age
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Table 4- Answers of surveyed dentists to performance questions according to work experience
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Table 5- Answers of surveyed dentists to performance questions by gender
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Table 6- Answers of the examined dentists to performance questions according to the history
of participation in related retraining
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