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ABSTRACT

Introduction: The use of opioid drugs is one of the
main methods in controlling pain after surgery.
Always, finding effective methods of opioid drugs
administration other than intravenous, has been
considered and the use of morphine suppository is
one option. The purpose of this study was to
evaluate the efficacy of morphine suppositories for
postoperative analgesia compared with the usual
method of intravenous pethidine.

Materials and methods: This double blind study,
performed on 46 patients 20- 60 years old, candidate
for elective laparascopic cholesystectomy, in two
groups of 23. At the end of surgery, M group
received 10 mg morphine suppository and P group
received 20mg intravenous pethidine. Pain intensity,
time to first analgesic request, the amount of
additional analgesic and satisfaction rate, within 6
hours after surgery, in each group was measured and
compared in both groups.

Results: The pain scores between the two groups
had no significant differences for 0, 1, 2 and 6 hours
after surgery (p>0.05). Although the 4 - hour pain in
the M group was significantly lower than P group
(p=0.019). M Group required analgesic earlier than
P group (p=0.018). Total additional analgesic dose
in M Group was significantly lower than P group
(p=0.046). Patient satisfaction was similar for both
drugs.

Conclusion: There were no significant differences,
except at 4 - hour, in reducing postoperative pain
between the two groups.

Keywords: Acute pain, Laparoscopic Cholecys-
tectomy, Morphine sulfate, pethidine
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