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To The Editor

Novel coronavirus 2019 infection is a new coronavirus
disease (1). This disease started in China then it is
imported to several countries. As a new disease,
knowledge on its clinical feature is limited. In
additional to respiratory manifestation, atypical clinical
presentation of the new disease is possible. An
important atypical clinical presentation is diarrhea.
Here, the authors performed a summative analysis on
available data

on 314 cases of novel coronavirus 2019 infections (2 —
4) to calculate for frequency of diarrhea. Of those 140
cases, diarrhea is presented in 3 cases. The frequency of
diarrhea is 2.14 % (95 % confidence interval = 0.70 % -
6.56 %). Based on this observation, it can show that
diarrhea is a possible atypical clinical presentation of
novel coronavirus 2019 infection. in fact, diarrhea is
usually a possible but forgotten clinical presentation in
new emerging disease such as swine flu (5).
Practitioner should recognize the possibility that
diarrhea might be the first clinical presentation of the
patient with novel coronavirus 2019 infection.
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Nevertheless, the exact pathophysiology of diarrhea in
novel coronavirus 2019 infection is unknown. Further
study on this issue is recommende.

References

1. Hsia W. Emerging new coronavirus infection in Wuhan,
China: situation in early 2020. Case Study Case Rep 2020;
10: 8-9.

2. Chen N, Zhou M, Dong X, Qu J, Gong F, Han Y, et al.
Epidemiological and clinical characteristics of 99 cases of
2019 novel coronavirus pneumonia in Wuhan, China: a
descriptive study. Lancet 2020; S0140-6736:30211-17.

3. Huang C, Wang Y, Li X, Ren L, Zhao J, Hu Y, et al.
Clinical features of patients infected with 2019 novel
coronavirus in Wuhan, China. Lancet 2020 Jan 24. pii:
S0140-6736(20)30183-85.

4. Chen L, Liu HG, Liu W, Liu J, Liu K, Shang J, et al.
Analysis of clinical features of 29 patients with 2019 novel
coronavirus pneumonia. Zhonghua Jie He He Hu Xi Za Zhi
2020;43:E005.

5. Wiwanitkit VV Diarrhoea as a presentation of bird flu
infection: a summary on its correlation to outcome in Thai
cases. Gut 2005;54:1506.



