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Abstract
The HPV vaccine, commonly known by the trade name Gardasil, has now become a point of contention

between society and the health system, and from time to time, it becomes the focus of media hype. Some
introduce it as a false need and question its necessity by reducing the issue to wart phobia, while others use
the shortage and high cost of the vaccine as a news story. This issue can be considered from a social health
perspective and whether the need for the vaccine is simply a media construct and the result of propaganda by
stakeholders, or is it really an essential need? If the latter, why has this essential need not been adequately
addressed?
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