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Abstract

The Statistical Center of Iran published the report "The Economic, Social, and Cultural Status of Iran's
Provinces (2019-2023)" in March 2025. In the preface, the report emphasizes the importance of statistics as
a fundamental basis for planning, policymaking, management, and performance evaluation. Statistical data
serves as a measure of a country's development, and development planning is impossible without accurate
and up-to-date information. Statistical indicators are tools for analyzing trends, assessing performance, and
providing a clear picture of the current situation. These indicators help decision-makers evaluate and adjust
their course of action. The report includes various indicators that compare the development levels of
different provinces and enable diverse analyses.

Critique and Suggestions:

Despite the scientific and promising preface, the report's content does not meet expectations. This
discrepancy may stem from a lack of cohesion among the drafting team or a misalignment between the
preface and the content. This issue is somewhat recurrent in other publications by the Statistical Center and
calls for a comprehensive reporting guideline and process reforms to prevent recurring flaws. The aim of this
critique is to enhance the quality and impact of statistical publications.
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