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Abstract

Dr. Christopher Murray, director of the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) and Founder of
the Global Burden Disease Project, hosted a global webinar on the death of Covid-19 in June 2021. The
sources used in this webinar have been published on the IHME website. To provide Murray's views on
measuring health statistic for a broader audience, this content has been prepared and published for Persian-
speaking readers in this commentary. This article shows that deaths due to Covid-19 are more than double

the official reports (1).
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Introduction

Dr. Murray's access to global data along with
his expertise in the subject guarantees the
validity of his statements. Readers need to
note that the absence of the name of Iran
among the top 20 countries does not
necessarily mean low COVID-19 mortality.
The table reports the absolute mortality
values. Naturally, countries with larger
populations will also have higher death
numbers. Nevertheless, looking at the map,
Iran has a high COVID-19 mortality rate.
Notably, analysis has suggested that Iran
ranks second after Mexico in terms of
COVID-19 mortality rate (2).
Underestimation is not confined to COVID-
19 mortality, and it could be seen in almost
any health indicator. The witnessed
differences between countries could be
determined by the level of development of
managing vital statistics and the healthcare
system. While there is not much confidence in

the statistics reported from Iran, the existence
of vital indicators, even if not accurate, could
portray an estimation of the current situation.
The problems in Iran are less related to the
statistics sectors and the healthcare system.
To achieve indicators with more confidence,
we need fundamental changes at the decision-
making levels. This will not be a priority
unless indicators are used for future planning
and management.

Recommendations

It could be recommended that readers pay
attention to the significant role of accurate
vital statistics. Understanding the actual death
toll from COVID-19 could not only help us
better understand the magnitude of this global
crisis, but it could also provide valuable
information to policymakers to help them plan
for damage control and community recovery.
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