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Abstract

Background and Objective: Family members, peers, classmates and neighbors play a crucial role in
determining juvenile deviant behavior. Therefore, the purpose of this study was determining the predictive
role of protective models and controls among family members, peers, classmates, and neighbors in deviant
behavior of adolescents.

Materials and Methods: This study was of cross-sectional correlational design. Participants included
1847 female and male high school students of the 20 districts of Tehran in the academic year 2013-2014.
Participants were selected via multi-stage cluster sampling. Data were collected via socio-mental
protective and risk factors and behaviors scale. Data were analyzed using multiple regression analysis,
stepwise method by SPSS-24 statistical software.

Results: The participants were 946 (51.2%) girl and 901 (8.48%) boy and the mean (SD) age of
participants were 16 (1.2). Protective models and controls of peers (P<0.001), family members (P<0.001),
classmates (P<0.001), and neighbors strongly predict deviant behavior in adolescents. In addition, there
was no significant correlation between models protection of family and deviant behavior.

Conclusion: The study showed stronger role of peers, family members, classmates, and neighbors predict
less deviant behavior in adolescents.
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