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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: Climate change directly or indirectly places the fundamental rights of children - protected under
the Convention on the Rights of the Child- at risk, depriving both the present generation and future generations of their
rights to survival, development, protection, and participation in society. Throughout history, justice has been regarded as
the ultimate goal of legal science and, from an axiological perspective, has been presented as encompassing all values.
Nevertheless, the scope and subject of justice have been discussed less frequently. In other words, justice is generally
conceived as governing matters and persons who exist in the present world; yet do future generations - particularly
children- have no share in justice? This is the question that the theory of intergenerational justice seeks to uncover and
address.

Methods: This research adopts a qualitative approach with the aim of describing and analyzing theoretical foundations and
international documents, employing a documentary-library method. Data collection was conducted through a review of
written documents in the two key domains of children's rights and intergenerational justice in climate change.

Ethical Considerations: In compiling this article, ethical aspects including preserving the originality of texts, honesty, and
trustworthiness have been observed.

Findings: In General Comment No. 26, the Committee on the Rights of the Child has adopted a child-rights-based
approach and has paid due regard to human rights and environmental principles, the recognition of the human right to a
clean, healthy and sustainable environment, as well as the existing and evolving principles and obligations of international
environmental law.

Conclusion: The Committee on the Rights of the Child seeks, by emphasizing the theory of intergenerational justice, to
obligate the present generation to recognize the rights of future generations particularly children, over natural resources and
the environment, and to find solutions for a world currently facing environmental degradation. In this regard, States, on the
basis of the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, are committed to undertaking individual and collective
actions, through international cooperation, to respect, promote and fulfil children’s rights in the face of climate change, as
Article 4 of the Convention underscores the implementation of the Convention as a joint endeavour by States for the full
realization of children’s rights.
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