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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: Universities play a fundamental role in national development by educating and training
human resources for various governmental and non-governmental organizations. To achieve their long-term and
aspirational goals, universities need to adopt a virtue-oriented approach. Accordingly, the present study aimed to
develop a model of the virtue-oriented university as an ethical construct using a meta-synthesis approach.

Methods: This qualitative study employed a meta-synthesis approach, using the seven-stage framework developed
by Sandelowski and Barroso to systematically review and analyze previous studies on virtue-oriented universities.
The study population comprised articles published on this subject in domestic sources between 1392 and 1403 (Solar
Hijri calendar) and in international sources between 2007 and 2023. An initial search of academic databases
identified 631 publications. Following several stages of screening, 48 articles that were most relevant to the research
criteria were selected for the final analysis. Face and content validity were confirmed through expert evaluation, and
a reliability coefficient of 0.71 was obtained. Subject matter experts also evaluated the proposed model and assessed
its overall quality as good.

Ethical Considerations: Ethical principles, including respect for the integrity of original texts, honesty, and
academic integrity, were observed throughout the preparation of this article.

Findings: A thorough examination and analysis of the selected sources resulted in the identification of seven
components and 45 indicators of a virtue-oriented university. The findings indicated that achieving a virtue-oriented
university requires attention to seven key components: management and leadership factors; group and
interorganizational relationships; individual-level factors of virtue orientation; achievement orientation and research
orientation; structural factors promoting virtue orientation; cultivation of a virtue-oriented culture; and interaction-
oriented virtue orientation.

Conclusion: Emphasizing virtue orientation in universities not only promotes internal organizational growth and
excellence but also creates favorable conditions for the institution's external development and advancement.
Attention to this approach can assist university administrators and policymakers in various aspects of planning and
the implementation of total quality management.
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