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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: Professional ethics is considered one of the most important characteristics of teachers and
student teachers, and examining the factors influencing it is essential. Therefore, the present study was conducted
with the aim of investigating the factors affecting the development of professional ethics among English language
teaching students.

Methods: The method was qualitative, and since the goal was to investigate the student teachers' perception of
factors affecting professional ethics, the phenomenology method was used. The participants of this research were 18
people (10 girls and 8 boys) of these student teachers in the academic year 2018-2019, who were selected by the
purposeful sampling method of the standard type (getting a high grade in the course of professional ethics) and this
sampling continued until the theoretical saturation of the data was reached. The research tool was a semi-structured
interview, which was done through prior appointment. The obtained data were analyzed by the Colaizzi method, and
the results were evaluated using Guba and Lincoln's four criteria.

Ethical Considerations: In conducting the research, the principles of ethics in research such as trustworthiness and
accurate reporting of data were observed. The present study was extracted from the doctoral thesis of the first author
with code 15932/32/D.

Results: The findings obtained from a semi-structured interview with student teachers of English, in the form of five
themes: "continuous education and self-awareness", "commitment to learning and teaching", "ethics and professional
behavior", "responsibility and accountability" and "culture building and social values" were categorized.
Conclusion: Based on the findings, in addition to the internship courses for English language student teachers, it is
essential to focus on their continuous education and self-awareness through training workshops, holding professional
commitment and ethics courses conducted by experienced language teachers, and organizing in-service training
programs for students aimed at enhancing responsibility and fostering a culture of professional ethics.
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