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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: The collection of historical buildings of Bastam city in Semnan province is a
collection of several historical monuments and architectural structures, which are of such importance and
durability that over many centuries, the attention of the rulers of Iran has caused them to be restored and
perfected. For this reason, the various works of this collection bear the mark of the Seljuqg, Ilkhanid,
Timurid, Safavid and Qajar periods. In the meantime, the buildings of the llkhanid and Timurid dynasties
benefit from special features and characteristics and have made the said complex famous and prestigious.
The aim of this research is the symmetry of the monastery and the mosque-tomb as the basis of the
physical development of the historical complex of Bastam.

Methods: This research, relying on the descriptive-analytical method and with the library-field research
approach, aims to answer the question that what was the underlying role of religious monuments in the
physical development of the central core of Bastam's historical complex?

Ethical Considerations: The principles of trustworthiness, honesty, impartiality and text origionality
have been observed.

Results: Conclusions of the research shows that the monastery and mosque belonging to the famous
mystic, Bayazid Bastami, played a role as an infrastructure core in the development of the memorial space
in the center of Bastam and with the accreditation of Muhammad's shrine to these two primary buildings,
the ground for the expansion of the area of subsequent constructions has been provided.

Conclusion: The skillful transformation of the Sufi place of worship into a mosque and a blessed tomb,
created the survival of the physical space of the central core of the city of Bastam and with government
supervision during the 8th and 9th lunar centuries, it led to the expansion of this complex.
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