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Abstract

Background and Aims: Today the healthy environment and its maintenance are one of the most important
issues. The crises resulted from environmental harms are widespread and irreversible. Observing the
principles of environmental ethics and its impact from the religious sensitivity of citizens can help to protect
the environment and control it. The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of religious sensitivity
on environmental ethics.

Materials and Methods: This research is descriptive-analytic study with quantitative approach. Target
population were the citizens of Tabriz and Mashhad cities. 431 subjects were recruited to the study by
available sampling during the summer of 2018. The impact of both internal and external dimensions of
religious sensitivity was studied on the environmental ethics. Data were collected using Allport’s religious
sensitivity questionnaire (1967) and Moghimi and Ramadan's environmental ethics questionnaire (2011).
Statistical analysis was performed using path analysis and structural equations by SPSS and Amos softwares.
Findings: The results of factor analysis and structural equations showed that religious sensitivity (internal
and external dimensions) affects environmental ethics (p=0.001). Path coefficient for the relationship
between external religious sensitivity and internal religious sensitivity with environmental ethics was 0.34
and 0.27, respectively

Conclusion: Given the impact of religious sensitivity on environmental ethics, it is recommended to refer
the related Islam verses and narratives in order to develop affection towards observing of environmental
ethics norms in the citizens.
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